7
S2976

SENATE RESOLUTION 103—COM-
MENDING THE KINGDOM OF LE-
SOTHO, ON THE OCCASION OF
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY,
FOR THE ENACTMENT OF A LAW
TO IMPROVE THE STATUS OF
MARRIED WOMEN AND ENSURE
THE ACCESS OF MARRIED
WOMEN TO PROPERTY RIGHTS

Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. STEVENS, Mr.
BENNETT, Mr. KERRY, Mr. DEMINT, Mr.
LAUTENBERG, Mrs. CLINTON, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. VITTER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
and Mr. COLEMAN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 103

Whereas International Women’s Day, ob-
served on March 8 each year, has become a
day on which people come together to recog-
nize the accomplishments of women and to
reaffirm their commitment to continue the
struggle for equality, justice, and peace;

Whereas the Kingdom of Lesotho is a par-
liamentary constitutional monarchy that
has been an independent country since 1966;

Whereas Lesotho is a low income country
with a gross national income per capita of
$960 and 50 percent of the population lives
below the poverty line;

Whereas, in Lesotho, the HIV prevalence is
estimated at 23 percent for the total adult
population and 56 percent for pregnant
women between the ages of 256 and 29, and the
current average life expectancy at birth is
estimated to be 34.4 years;

Whereas the Kingdom of Lesotho, referred
to by some as the ‘‘Kingdom in the Sky”’,
was a strong public supporter of the end of
apartheid in South Africa and the Govern-
ment of Lesotho granted political asylum to
a number of refugees from South Africa dur-
ing the apartheid era;

Whereas the Government of Lesotho has
demonstrated a strong commitment to rul-
ing justly, investing in people, ensuring eco-
nomic freedom, and controlling corruption;

Whereas the Government of Lesotho has
been named eligible by the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation (MCC) for a Compact of fi-
nancial assistance that, as currently pro-
posed, would strongly focus on improving
and safeguarding the health of the people of
Lesotho, in addition to supporting projects
for sustainable water resource management
and private sector development;

Whereas historically a married woman in
Lesotho was considered a legal minor during
the lifetime of her husband, was severely re-
stricted in economic activities, was unable
to enter into legally binding contracts with-
out her husband’s consent, and had no stand-
ing in civil court;

Whereas legislation elevating the legal sta-
tus of married women and providing prop-
erty and inheritance rights to women in Le-
sotho was introduced as early as 1992;

Whereas for years women’s groups, hon-
governmental organizations, the Federation
of Women Lawyers, officials of the Govern-
ment of Lesotho, and others in Lesotho have
pushed for passage of legislation strength-
ening rights of married women;

Whereas in a letter to the Government of
Lesotho in September 2006, the chief execu-
tive officer of the MCC stated that gender in-
equality is a constraint on economic growth
and poverty reduction and is related to the
high prevalence of HIV/AIDS, and that inat-
tention to issues of gender inequality could
undermine the potential impact of the Com-
pact proposed to be entered into between the
MCC and the Government of Lesotho;
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Whereas the Legal Capacity of Married
Persons Act was passed by the Parliament of
Lesotho and enacted into law in November
2006;

Whereas the MCC has already provided as-
sistance to further full and meaningful im-
plementation of the new law;

Whereas the MCC has promulgated and is
currently implementing a new gender policy
to integrate gender into all phases of the de-
velopment and implementation of the Com-
pact between the MCC and the Government
of Lesotho; and

Whereas the MCC’s advocacy of gender eq-
uity played a supportive role in the enact-
ment of the Legal Capacity of Married Per-
sons Act in the Kingdom of Lesotho: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges the observance of March
8, 2007, as International Women’s Day;

(2) applauds the enactment of the Legal
Capacity of Married Persons Act by the
Kingdom of Lesotho;

(3) lauds the Kingdom of Lesotho for dem-
onstrating its commitment to improve gen-
der equity;

(4) encourages the Kingdom of Lesotho to
continue its effort to ensure gender equity;
and

(5) commends the Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC) for developing and imple-
menting policies to advance gender equity in
the Kingdom of Lesotho and other countries
eligible for financial assistance from the
MCC.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 104—COM-
MENDING THE NATIONAL EXPLO-
SIVES DETECTION CANINE TEAM
PROGRAM FOR 35 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE SAFETY AND
SECURITY OF THE TRANSPOR-
TATION SYSTEMS WITHIN THE
UNITED STATES

Mrs. HUTCHISON submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred

to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:
S. RES. 104

Whereas the national explosives detection
canine team program was created as a result
of a bomb being placed on a Trans World Air-
lines jet bound for Los Angeles from John F.
Kennedy International Airport on March 9,
1972;

Whereas Brandy, a bomb sniffing dog as-
signed to the New York City Police Depart-
ment, searched the plane and found the ex-
plosive device just 12 minutes before it was
set to detonate;

Whereas President Richard Nixon directed
the Secretary of Transportation to use inno-
vative means to combat the problems plagu-
ing civil aviation;

Whereas the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion canine explosives detection team pro-
gram was created to deter and detect the in-
troduction of explosive devices into the na-
tional transportation system;

Whereas the national explosives detection
program provides premier explosives detec-
tion canine team capabilities, through part-
nerships established with State and local law
enforcement agencies;

Whereas the national explosives detection
canine team program has expanded signifi-
cantly over recent years as a result of rec-
ommendations by the White House Commis-
sion on Aviation Safety and Security, the
Security Baseline Working Group of the
Aviation Security Advisory Committee, the
tragic events of September 11, 2001, and the
targeted bombings of mass transit systems
in London, India, and Madrid;

March 9, 2007

Whereas the national explosives detection
canine team program has grown from 40
teams at 20 airports to over 425 teams at over
75 airports and 13 mass transit systems;

Whereas the national explosives detection
canine team program has deployed highly
trained explosives detection canine teams as
a proven deterrent to terrorism directed to-
wards transportation systems;

Whereas the national explosives detection
canine team program provides a timely and
mobile response support to facilities, rail
stations, airports, aircraft, passenger termi-
nals, seaports and surface carriers;

Whereas the transportation systems of the
United States have benefited greatly from
the partnership that exists between the na-
tional explosives detection canine team pro-
gram and State and local law enforcement
agencies and key industry stakeholders;

Whereas the operations branch of the na-
tional explosives detection canine team pro-
gram is responsible for day-to-day oper-
ational issues for operations at specified
transportation systems;

Whereas the canine training and evalua-
tion branch of the national explosives detec-
tion canine team program is responsible for
the procurement, training, and evaluation of
assigned handlers and canines attending the
National Explosives Detection Canine Train-
ing Facility, at Lackland Air Force Base,
San Antonio, Texas;

Whereas the explosives branch of the na-
tional explosives detection canine team pro-
gram is responsible for explosive training
and procurement, preparation, and distribu-
tion and associated explosives training and
related issues: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the national explosives de-
tection canine team program be commended
for 35 years of service and dedication to the
safety and security of the citizens of the
United States.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 17—AUTHORIZING THE USE
OF CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR LIVE
EARTH CONCERT

Mr. REID (for himself and Ms.
SNOWE) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. CoN. RES. 17

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF USE OF CAPITOL
GROUNDS FOR LIVE EARTH CON-
CERT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Live Earth organiza-
tion and the Alliance for Climate Protection
(in this resolution referred to as the ‘‘spon-
sors’’), may sponsor the Live Earth Concert
(in this resolution referred to as the
“‘event’’) on the Capitol Grounds.

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be
held on July 7, 2007, or on such other date as
the Speaker of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate jointly designate.

SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall
be—

(1) free of admission charge and open to the
public; and

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs
of Congress.

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sors shall assume full responsibility for all
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event.
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